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Gamelin states that in the light of this information he cannot
guarantee that the Germans may not reach Paris this very
night. The military governor of Paris adds the request that
the Government quit the capital at once in order to facilitate
measures for its defense. General Gamelin's admission alarms
Premier Reynaud and his colleagues. They are determined to
continue resistance, but word spreads in official circles that
the capital may have to be abandoned. About n A.M,
M. Reynaud even orders that the Foreign Ministry archives
be burned* About three o'clock, however, a reassuring mes-
sage comes from General Touchon, a vigorous and plucky
commander, that the situation around St. Quentin and Laon
is better.
In the afternoon Premier Reynaud makes a brief statement
to the Chamber of Deputies on the military situation. He is
slightly more optimistic than he could have been in the morn-
ing. He says that the Government is perfectly aware of the
extent of the danger which threatens. He hints at a change
in military leadership when he says: "We may be induced to
take measures which would have appeared revolutionary yes-
terday. Perhaps we shall have to change methods and men."
He adds: "For every weakness there will be the penalty of
death. We must forge new weapons immediately. We are full
of hope and our lives count for nothing. One thing alone
counts: preserve France*" In a broadcast in the evening, the
Premier brands as "untrue" the alarming and "most absurd
rumors" which have been circulating all day that the Govern-
ment is preparing to leave the capital. He declares that "the